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absence  of   any  uniformity    of   system               .
preparation of such statements, it is not possiBte
to tabulate the results in any concise form. The
reports in some cases disclose variations between
the prices ascertained from money lenders' accounts
and local enquiries and those published by Govern-
ment which represent the prices realised at head-
quarters. The result of the improvement of com-
munications is that local prices as ascertained
above tend to approximate to those current at head-
quarters, and that a more uniform level is maintain-
ed between districts and provinces. Statements
to this effect may be found in official reports for
various parts of India. Thus it is noted in a
memorandum on the material condition of the
people in the United Provinces that u almost every
district in the provinces is now in such close re-
lations with the great wholesale markets that no
lasting" depression of prices below the ordinary
level is possible in any locality. The effect is not
confined to the provinces, as the whole of India
may now almost be described as one market."
In a similar report for Madras it is stated that
*' what is noticeable in the history of prices in
recent years is the general levelling1 of rates over
the whole area, whilst local prices are now-a-days
greatly affected by rates in other far distant parts
of India." Local prices as distinguished from
Gazette prices thus possess less significance than
they did in the past, and this significance will